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Examples of Mercantile Laws

Woolen Act, 1699: colonists could not export
raw wool, yarn, or wool cloth to other colonies
or countries which slowed colonial
manufacturing and protected English trade

Hat Act, 1732: colonial hatmakers could not
sell their beaver hats outside the colonies

Molasses Act, 1733: tax placed on sugarr,
rum, and molasses bought from the French
West Indies rather than the British West Indies

Iron Act, 1750: colonists were forbidden to
build mills for smelting iron
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